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Fox and Hare 
 
An orienteering walk in two or more groups, whereby the foxes have to chase and catch the hares by using directions 
given by mobile phone or walkie-talkie. 
 

Social Skills co-operation, communication, orienteering in the countryside 

Language Skills producing and understanding written/ oral descriptions of the route, 
discussing in the group, making agreements and decisions  

Expressions e.g.:  “Follow the route x, past z, until you come to y… !”; “We have to take 
route x until we get to y … .”; “I suggest we … ”; …  

Vocabulary natural environment, description of a rural region, description of the route 

Grammar imperative, prepositions, modal verbs 

Language Level A1/A2/B1/B2/C1/C2 

Size of group for each 20 students, e.g. 2 x 2 groups of 5 students each; ideal: 2 instructors 

Timing 2 to 3 hours 

Materials for every group:  pencil and paper, mobile phone/ walkie-talkie, dictionary, 
map of the region, adhesive tape and thick pencils, set of cards (memory) 
(see below); mobile phone for the instructor 

Terrain Open countryside, rural region; also possible, urban region 

 
General Information: 
In this module it is difficult for the instructor to check if the students a) obey the rules and b) speak the target 
language while they are walking alone in groups.  There is a possibility of naming assistants or “spies” among the 
students that can then help to check the procedure (see module “The Big Search”). Depending on their language 
level, each student can practice a) the vocabulary “natural environment/ describing the route” or b) expressions for 
group discussion during the preparatory phase. 
 
Preparation: 
The instructor gathers the materials together, checks to see if the mobile phones/ walkie-talkies function properly and 
gives out a list of the mobile phone numbers. 
 
Procedure: 
Preparatory phase:  
The instructor divides the students into groups (size as described above) and explains: 

1. Now we are going on a hunt. Group A are the hares. The hares are running away from group B who are 
the foxes, who want to catch them.  The hares give the foxes a chance by describing the route to them by 
mobile phone or walkie-talkie. To do this we need vocabulary which we’ll practice first. 

2. Each group gets one set of card pairs:  a word is written on one card, the definition (in a foreign language 
or mother tongue, picture) is written on the other card.  Each group puts the matching cards together, e.g. 
like in the game “Picture Memory”. 

The instructor may present the list of expressions (see below), or make the students find suitable vocabulary on their 
own. He/She helps the groups and explains vocabulary problems, if necessary. When this task is finished, he calls 
the groups together again.  
Another option is for the students to write the vocabulary/ expressions on adhesive tape and stick it to their clothing 
where everyone can read it. In this way there is always a reminder during the chase. 
 
The Activity: 
The instructor explains: 
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1. Group A gets together on their own and roughly outlines an escape route on their map; this route must end 
here at the starting point and take no longer than 2 hours. You don’t need to decide on an exact route, but 
you should agree on the direction, the distance and the time required. You don’t need to stay on the paths, 
i.e. you are allowed to take a cross-country route. Check which vocabulary you will need to read the map. 
You have 10 minutes now to plan.  

2. Group B makes use of the 10 minutes to study the area on the map and guess  which route the hares 
might take. You also have to clarify any vocabulary you will need to read the map. 

 
If necessary, the instructor advises the groups. If there are 2 groups of hares, they must choose different routes. 
After 10 minutes, the instructor calls the students together again and explains: 
 
3. The hares will now start and get a lead of 5 to 8 minutes. Then the foxes will call you on your mobile 

phones/ walkie-talkies and ask you to describe exactly the path you have taken and your present position. 
For this reason, you have to choose a ‘secretary’ to record details of your route from its starting point. This 
will help you remember and describe the route. During the call both groups must stop so that the 
information can be communicated correctly. The foxes also record the details of their route. 

4. As soon as the foxes have reached the first position of the hares, they are allowed to call again and to ask 
for the new position. After every call, the students responsible for the mobile phones and the notes swap 
roles; in this way everybody gets a turn. Only one mobile phone can be used for each group. 

5. The groups must stay together at all times. 
6. The foxes have won if/when they have caught up with the hares.  
7. Please only speak the target language. (Use the expressions taped to your clothes!) 
8. Obey the rules. Give honest and correct information. Protect the natural environment. 
9. We will meet again here at the starting point in 2 hours at the latest. 

 
After answering any further questions, the hares start their ‘escape’. The foxes begin the chase after 5 to 8 minutes. 
 
Variations: 

1. In addition to the route description the hares can leave behind small clues at some stations. 
2. The information can also be transferred by SMS. It is easier for weaker students to understand written 

information. If the instructor does not accompany any of the groups, he/ she may function as a control 
centre that passes on information by means of a call or SMS. 

3. This orientation walk can also be carried out as a bicycle race. 
4. As a language review, different text forms can be written, depending on the language level (letter to the 

parents etc., newspaper report „Successful Hare Chase“, fairy tale: “Once upon a time, there were some 
clever hares ...” etc.). 

 
Vocabulary “ Describing the route / Natural Environment”  
 
tree / trees hill / hills Go over the bridge! Walk along the brook! 
field / fields mountain / mountains Turn left! Cross the road! 
bush / bushes rock / rocks Walk past the cabin! Go in the direction of the 

village! 
fence / fences cave / caves Walk through the field! Go to the crossroads! 
…  …  ... …  
 
Expressions “ Making agreements and decisions”  
 
I think we should ... Agreed! 
It's better if we ... I think that's OK! 
I suggest we ... I'm against   -ing  ... 
What do you think about   -ing ... No, we'd better ... 
In my opinion ... I think we'd rather .... 
What about  -ing .... Everything clear! 
I'm in favour of  -ing ... Good idea! 

 


